Shawnee County CDDO

Affiliate Meeting 

March 8, 2010

Present: Kathy Stiffler, Individual support Systems; Rozanne Holloway, Equi-Venture Farms; Reggi Greco, Equi-Venture Farms; Mary Ann Keating, TARC; Tandy Walsh, Sheltered Living, Mitzie Tyree, TARC; Timili Gartner, CDDO; Linda Selbach, Dream Catchers; Ramona Macek, CDDO; Jennifer Brancaccio, TARC; Jonathan & Gina Allen, Compassionate Care; Kelly Zink, Dream Catchers; Mary Ann Hughes, Sunflower Supports

Guest speakers:

Kim Dietrick, TILRC and Kim Strunk, Kansas Council on DD. Topic: the future of Public Transportation.

 TILRC will host a meeting about public transportation from 1-4 p.m., April 13 at the Gage Shelter House (next to the zoo) for people who use public transportation or may use it. This is an opportunity for individuals to speak up about what direction they would like to see public transportation go. Kim stated at this time transportation is set for the year but this meeting is for years to come which includes a discussion on funding issues.
    There is talk of expanding the bus route radius up to 90 miles to assist in getting individuals to doctor appointments in the Kansas Area. There’s between 30-40 organizations involved.
Ramona stated that the Shawnee County Council of Community Members 2009 survey indicated transportation as one of the concerns so the Council has decided to work on transportation issues and that there will be one or two council members present at the meeting.  Council members would like to see an increase in the hours of operation especially the lift service.  RSVP to Jeannine at 233-4572 if you plan to attend the April meeting.  (See attached brochure and flyer for more information).

I. CDDO Updates:

· February Affiliate Report Overview

· 1,033 individuals receiving services (763 adults, 270 children) in Shawnee County.

· There were 3 individuals determined eligible and 2 determined ineligible.

· There were 5 crisis requests reviewed by the funding committee; 1 was approved and 4 were denied. 

· Individuals changing service providers included: 9 day services (includes multiple providers), 8 - residential services, 1 - case management and 3 - payroll agents.

· There are 48 individuals (29 Medicaid eligible; 19 Non-Medicaid) who have not chosen a case management provider.

· There were 174 POC’s reviewed for the month. Of the POCs reviewed for in home supports 42% was over allocation and 58% at allocation.

· Ramona reported that the State General Funds (SGF) and a portion of each CDDOs State Aid was proposed to offset the 10% MR/DD Waver Services reduction. With the passing of HB 2222, a portion of the 10% reduction should be restored Jan. 1 thru June 30, 2010 and providers reimbursed as of January 1st.  However, no date has been specified as to when providers may be reimbursed for the difference of what was paid out.  There continue to be discussions about funding for FY2011 due to the state’s shortfall of revenue. 

· The elimination of SGF has affected the type of services the CDDO may reimburse providers, such as case management to Non-Medicaid recipients. Ramona stated that the TCM Agencies have done a good job of working with the individuals and families about the cost of TCM services based on a sliding fee scale. The 140 families that are receiving the Family Support Grant will receive the 4th quarter payment although no funds available for FY2011. Providers will continue to be reimbursed for Individuals receiving Community Support Day, Residential and In-Home Support services thru June 30, 2010. The Shawnee County CDDO will continue working on ways on how to fund these services during FY2011.

· It was asked about individuals who change from a Tier 0 to a Tier 5 and how they are going to be financed. It is not known because with the elimination of State General Funds there is no longer funding to refinance them to the HCBS Waiver service. There are approximately 30 individuals receiving CSD and CSR services. For those individuals who do not meet the criteria to access community support dollars may be asked to private pay for services.  For example, in the past some individuals chose not refinance to HCBS because their medical insurance was better coverage than Medicaid benefits would be. 
· Mary Ann, TARC, stated that $71 million will be taken out of highway funds because it seems that the Governor is determined to not take any more from social service programs. The next step is to see what happens in April as 2011 is still short $400 million in revenue. At this time, the increase in liquor tax is our best bet which would $11 million for MR/DD services.

· No one really knows what is going to happen.  TCM providers are implementing a sliding fee scale for case management services.   Dream Catchers reported that they have several Non-Medicaid individuals choosing to stay with them and some individuals may only require the minimal service of 5 hours per year.

· Other options being discussed to save dollars include changing how often a BASIS should be done for individuals who are not receiving services and on the waiting list. It also has been suggested that BASIS screenings should be done every other year rather than yearly. The CDDO has not received a final decision from SRS at this time.
· It was asked if the CDDO anticipated an increase of crisis requests submitted for individuals to access services. Ramona stated there already has been a steady increase in requests and that there is currently no SGF for Tier 0 (non-waiver) even if they meet the SRS/CDDO Contract language definition for crisis.
· There have been staff changes at the SRS Regional offices.  Licensing staff have new job titles; CSS Quality Management Specialists.  Larry Castro, SRS, has been assigned to full-licensing in Shawnee County for the DD and TA, PD, TBI and Autism waivers. He also will be responsible for Financial Management Service provider agreements July 1st. 
· Paula Ellis is located in the Manhattan SRS office and has been assigned the Limited License and TCM only agencies in Shawnee County.  Her phone is 785-776-4011 ext. 297. The CDDO will provide assistance as needed.

· Brian Bolen and Amy Swanson, SRS Central office staff, are assigned to supervising the licensing staff.  Brian will supervise the SRS staff north of I-70 and Amy will supervise south of I-70. 

· Financial Management Services (information has been forwarded to providers per Ramona); SRS is accepting public comments until March 10 possibly longer. There are several issues that still need worked out such as administrative and direct service support rates. FMS is to be effective on July 1st although there has been talk of SRS requesting an extension. 
· The Council of Community Members will be recruiting provider and consumer representatives in April. If you know of anyone that may be interested in volunteering let Ramona know. The Council meets every other month from 4-5:30 p.m. The next meeting is March 25th.

· Kathy Stiffler, ISS, thanked Ramona for all the information she sends out keeping everyone updated. 

II. Other:
· Inter-Hab is sponsoring a “Walk In My shoes” event from March 27th through April 28th – Provider representatives present at today’s meeting are interested in receiving information about this event so the CDDO will forward the information received.

III. Questions/Suggestions & Concerns:

· A question was asked about the article that was in the newspaper regarding the cut of Durable Medical Equipment. Mary Ann, TARC, stated that KHPA and SRS did not communicate with one another regarding the cuts and that KHPA had made a 25% cut and SRS a 10% cut.  The legislators had no idea this was happening so are working on restoring some of the funding.

V. Upcoming training opportunities:  

· March 18th - POC refresher
· March 23rd -April 27th - RRAPS
· March 25th – CDDO Quarterly Training
Next meeting is scheduled April 12, 2009
